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Not Your Typical COVID Commencement: Cedarville's 125th In-Person 
Commencement 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Cedarville University, as part of its 125th commencement program, will 
honor its graduates from the class of 2020 and 2021 during three commencement programs. 
  
Each of the commencement ceremonies will be livestreamed on the university’s website. 
The  ceremonies are being planned with COVID protocols in place that align with the state's 
commencement event guidance. The university will provide all participants with a Cedarville-
branded face mask. 
  
For those not able to attend, graduation will be livestreamed 
at cedarville.edu/CommencementLive. 
  
“Because the last year and a half has been so far from the norm, we are planning to make the 
graduation ceremony as close to normal as possible,” said Dr. Thomas Mach, vice president for 
academics and chief academic officer. “We are an institution committed to building a godly 
community that fosters student growth spiritually and academically. Therefore, an in-person 
ceremony is a fitting conclusion for our community-focused campus.” 
  
The festivities will begin with a special ceremony for members of  the class of 2020 and the 
master’s and doctoral graduates from the class of 2021. This ceremony will be held Friday, April 
30, at 7 p.m. in the Doden Field House. As a private Christian university, Cedarville’s 
commencement events will be religious services, including prayer, worship and a clear 
presentation of the Gospel. 
  
A heart-warming graduate story features a mother and daughter who will both earn their family 
nurse practitioner degree in the university’s Master of Science in Nursing program during 
Friday’s celebration. Valerie and Erika Belmont, both from Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, have 
worked as nurses, served on short-term mission projects in Ghana and now will walk across the 
stage on the same day to receive their master’s degree. 
  
Valerie graduated from Cedarville University in 1990 with her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (B.S.N.) and entered the workforce shortly thereafter. She worked for five years in a 
small community hospital on both the general floor and medical intensive care unit and then 
spent 12 months as a traveling nurse. 
  
“I took positions in Maryland, Maine, New York and other locations before stepping down when 
I became pregnant,” Valerie shared. “I had six babies, took 15 years to raise them and then 
over the last 11 years, reentered the workforce.” 
  
Erika graduated with her B.S.N. in 2017 and began working on a med surgical unit at 
Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center in July that year. 
  
“Last year's graduating class received their diplomas and participated in a virtual graduation, but 
it was not the same,” noted Mach. “Four years of academic discipline and effort deserve a 
graduation ceremony, and we are happy to offer the graduates of 2020 the opportunity to return 
and participate. It will be a unique moment for them representing both their graduation and their 
first reunion!” 
  
A final challenge to the undergraduate seniors will be given at the senior celebration on Friday 
at 9 p.m. in the Dixon Ministry Center’s Jeremiah Chapel. This special program will honor 
families and celebrate the class of 2020 and 2021. It will be livestreamed 
at cedarville.edu/CelebrationLive. 
  
The undergraduate class of 2021 will have two ceremonies on Saturday, May 1, in the Doden 
Field House. The first ceremony at 10 a.m. will celebrate the graduates from business 
administration, education, engineering and computer science, interdisciplinary studies and 
nursing. 
  
The second ceremony at 2 p.m. will celebrate graduates from allied health; art, design and 
theatre; biblical and theological studies; communication; English, literature and modern 
languages; history and government; music and worship; pharmacy; psychology; science and 
mathematics; and social work. 
  
Jake Grasser, a fourth-year professional pharmacy student from Reinholds, Pennsylvania, is 
gifted with two unique, and seemingly unrelated, talents: a remarkable memory for the names 
and function of medications and the ability to reflect on the Bible and how it applies in real life. 
These talents will serve him well when he begins serving as the first overseas pharmacist for 
the World Medical Mission Post-Residency Program, a division of Samaritan’s Purse. 
  
“Ultimately my goal is to use pharmacy for the gospel,” said Grasser. “That’s the reason I 
went to Cedarville.” 
  
After Grasser graduates in May 2021, he will participate in Samaritan Purse’s orientation. 
He will later attend a year of language school in France before being placed in West or North 
Africa for two years. 
  
“This position is a bridge between school and getting on the mission field,” explained 
Grasser. “Oftentimes it takes two or three years for people to raise funds to go overseas, but 
this position just lets you go.” 
  
Grasser has wanted to be a pharmacist since he was in fourth grade, but he started to 
doubt this career choice during his sophomore year of high school because he felt the Lord 
calling him 
to ministry. The following year, Grasser decided that he could use pharmacy as a ministry. 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist 
institution with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more 
than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in 
Ohio, recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, 
strong graduation, and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and 
high student engagement ranking. For more information about the University, 
visit cedarville.edu. 
  
Written by Nicole Hackett 
 
